Objective:  To understand the importance of civic participation and the tools which allow individuals to engage in the political process.
Introduction: Students will now move concern to action with this civic engagement assignment.
Part 1  (point value 50)
Essential Questions:  What forms does civic participation come in?  Why does civic engagement matter?
Instructions:  Students will compose a response to address each of the Part 1 questions below.
· How many historical political movements can you name that accomplished significant and transformative change in the United States or elsewhere?  Identify them.
Students will watch the We the Voters video below on the rights to free speech, free assembly, and petitioning the government and how the U.S. Constitution guarantees them. 
 Watch the We the Voters video Why We March, Why We Voters (Links to an external site.)
· Why have individuals in U.S. history come together in order to protest an issue they care about? It is important to note that not everyone feels comfortable with the idea of participating in a political protest.
· What are some other ways to get involved in addition to protests? Share in the format of a list. (Examples: Serve the community through charity, run for office in your town or city, attend town hall meetings, contact your state legislature to voice your opinion, organize a community event, etc.)
Watch the We the Voters video, Run Rep Run (Links to an external site.), on one young person’s run for office on the state level.
Run Rep Run (Links to an external site.)
· Would you ever consider running for office one day? Why or why not?
· What are some issues in their own community that you feel passionate about?
· Which issues affect your lives directly? Explain and be specific.
Part 2  (point value = 25)
Instructions: Students will interview and take notes on an adult they know, whether a family member, teacher, coach, etc. 
Interview questions should include:
· Have you ever “gotten involved” in an issue you care about? (Examples: attended an inauguration, protest, town hall meeting, or other political events, contacted a politician, signed a petition, etc.)
· What is one issue, local or national, that you care about? Why?
Instructions: Students will write a paragraph on what they learned from the interview.
· Who did you interview and why?
· What did you learn about the person you interviewed that you did not know?
· What surprised you?
Part 3  (point value = 25)
Instructions:  Students will write a paragraph for each of the questions below.
· Why is it important to talk with others about issues that matter? Why is it important to talk with others on issues that you may not agree on?
Format: 12-point font, Verdana, or Helvetica font, double-spaced, paragraphs, one-inch margins (top, bottom, and sides). Correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, and complete sentences are not just expected but also required.  Therefore, a 0.5 deduction will be assessed for each error that is found in your document.  www.grammarly.com (Links to an external site.) is your friend!
Note: Parts 1, 2, and 3 must be completed to earn any credit for this assignment.  Partial credit can not be earned.
Only MS WORD files are accepted. (no google docs, rtf, pdf, or anything else)

